CANADIAM MUSIC EDUCATOR

I just returned from teaching Steel Band ar the CAMMAC Music Camp, and
recentdy adjudicated Panorama. Being a visible non-Trinidadian, one question
[ often received was: "Where did you leamn abour the panz”™ Since much of the
informarion | gained was through self-direcred research, 1d like to share with
vou a sampling of some of the better resources [ have been able o find:

Boaols:

Blake, Dr. Feloe LR. (1995). The Trinidad and Tobago Steel Pan-History and
Evolution. Sp
book and is considered by many to be the "Bible of Steel Pan." It conrains a
thorough historical background, covers the development of the steel pan, the
social, p-."r“ti-_'al and educarional environment in Trnidad :!ucl“[‘uhﬂgﬂ (I'8cT).
the culture of steel band music, r.';Lr]}' Pium'urs and inventors, tuners, pan mizik-
ers, virtuosos throughout the years, arrangers, and much more. It also contains
a wealth of rare photos of the earliest pans and the first pannists. Highly rec-
ommended! (Tmported ffom TerT by Rustin Oree, 416-745-4814)

i {;r;LﬂL]u:;\ 85. This book is an amazingly well-researched

Stuemptle, Stephen. (1995). The Steelband Movement-The Forging af a
Natéonal Are in Tiinidad and Tobago. Philadelphia. University of Pennsylvania
Press. The author follows the evolution of pan from a street instrument used
in Carnival to its acceptance as the national symbol of Trinidad and Tobago.
Covers from 1930 o the present with some fantastic photos from each main
era. ff"r#{]mr!" Ine. at u'n':.:=.J£J:;.l{}w.lr!‘fn‘mrj

Goddard, George "Sonny.” (1991) Forey Years in the Steetbands, 1939-1979.
Trinidad and Tobagp. Scrip-] Printers Lid. A very thorough walk through the
evolution of pan with a wealth of firsthand quotations and personal anecdotes.
Also gives the reader an extensive understanding of the politics n}‘pan organi-
zations. (Rrstin Ohvee)

Grant, Cy. Ring ri',l'".‘\'!rr'f-.lr’ru: Sound and Symbol, London, MacMillan
Education Led. This is one of the more current pan books, covering for the
first time a look at pan around the world. An excellent look at the culture of
pan, and calypso lyrics about the pan movement. (Perynd fnc.)

Videos:

The Rr"{;-'s.n".':w in Steed A video of a rerired docror :r.wr”i:lg through T&T 1o
learn all there is to know about pan. Indudes footage of Panonarma, Fan i
Beautiful and Pan Ramajay festvals, panyard rehearsals, pan making, pan tun-
ing, pan history, the evoluton of the instrument, arrangers including Ray
Holman, and some wonderful f::N]T:!gt_‘ of the grear Liam Teague playing in his
home at age 17. A fantastic resource for pan teachers! (Pamyand, Inc.)

Divearn Big: The Over-The-Rhvine Steel Do Band, An inspiring documentary
of an inner-city steel drum band’s formation, and development into a success-
ful community group. Younger pannists (10 and up) making great music.
(TV fnage, Incorporated, Cincinnati, Obio. 513-751-9078)

Sreel Band Panorama Finals (any year). These videos caprure the excitement
and sheer power of many of the top steel bands competing for the Panorama
competition. The festival occurs every Spring, and the bands are huge: 100 or

muore players in each band, in costume, and playing some very chal-
lenging arrangements. The next best thing to being on staze with
them! (Panyard]

These are just a few of the "gems" [ have found useful in my pan
classes, and for pan clinics and workshops. Although new pan
resources come out every month, the difficulty lies in the distribution
of the items. Some of my other resources had o be omitred from this
list simply because they are now discontinued and unavailable. An eas
ier way to find pan related items is through a search on the net.
Literally hundreds of sites exist, selling almost everything pan-related,
including mallets, pans, stands, books, videos, CDs, and cases.

Please feel free to email me at prestomusic@rotal. net

school level. He has a Jazz Performance diploma from Humber College and
Music Educarion dl_'!;u.t' from Universiy of Toronto (Percussion). He has
toured exrensively on Cruise Ships and wich the Maval Reserve Nadonal Band.
He teaches over 100 pan studenes cach year at West Humber Collegiate in
Toronto and performs regularly with his own Seeel Pan combao.




